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that in case of exigency the whole resources of
our ally shall be at the command and under the
direction of the British government. It must not,
however, be supposed that of the states thus subject
to our influence, all were equally well contented with
their lot, or ready to afford the aid of their re-
sources with the same zeal and alacrity- Their
sentiment towards us was almost as varioxis as the
circumstances in which they found themselves
placed. Sometimes the connexion originated in
motives of ambition or interest, or present neces-
sity; and upon gaining the temporary object
sought from the alliance, the restraints it imposed
on all schemes of further aggrandizement would
render the prince who formed it restless anti dis-
contented. Sometimes the British government
would, from motives of policy, l>e compelled to
pursue ulterior objects, and urge their acceptance
with an importunity very irksome and disagreeable
to the ally. Sometimes the personal character of
the prince or his minister, and as often that of the
British representative at his court, would lead to
irritating disputes apd mutual alienation* But a
more general source of discontent necessarily ex-
isted in the checks imposed, both directly and in-
on the gratification of private revenge,
s cruelty, and other bad passions. Hence
but seldom that a prince's gratitude and
sincere attachment could be depended; upon, unless